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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ENRG, TECH, IA 

SUBJECT: FBR DEVELOPMENT IN JAPAN 

1 . ACCORDING TO A GOVERNMENT SOURCE, AGREEMENT HAS BEEN 
REACHED AMONG MITI, STA, PNC, UTILITIES AND REACTOR 
MANUFACTURERS CONCERNING SHCEDULE FOR DEVELOPMENT OF 
DEMONSTRATION TYPE OF FAST BREEDER REACTOR (FBR). 

SHCEDULE CALLS FOR START OF DESIGN WORK WITHIN FY 1978 

SO THAT CONSTRUCTION OF A DEMONSTRATION REACTOR WITH 
OUTPUT OF 1,000 TO 1,200 MWE WILL BE STARTED IN FY 1986. 

2. PROGRAM FOR DEVELOPMENT OF DEMONSTRATION FBR WILL 
BE SUBMITTED TO JAEC ON JULY 15 FOR FORMAL APPROVAL AND 
ADOPTION BY GOVERNMENT. 

3. SPECIFIC POINTS OF PROGRAM ARE AS FOLLOWS: 1. 

PROTOTYPE REACTOR MONJU (300 MWE) WILL BE COMPLETED BY 
FY 1984. 2. DEMONSTRATION REACTOR WILL BEGIN TO 
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BE BUILT IN FY 1986 AND COMPLETED IN FY 1992. 

RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, AND DESIGN WORK ON DEMONSTRATION 
REACTOR WILL BE STARTED IN FY 1978. 3. ONE 
DEMONSTRATION REACTOR WILL BE BUILT BUT A MODEL PLANT 
WILL BE CONSTRUCTED IN ADVANCE FOR RESEARCH AND 
DEVELOPMENT IN ORDER TO UNDERTAKE THOROUGHGOING STUDY 
OF SAFETY AND ECONOMIC FACTORS. 4. FOUR UEARS AFTER 
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CONSTRUCTION OF DEMONSTRATION REACTOR IS STARTED (IN 
1986), CONSTRUCTION OF SEVERAL COMMERCIAL REACTORS 
WILL BE STARTED. 5. TO PUSH PROGRAM SMOOTHLY, A NEW 
COMPANY WILL BE ESTABLISHED BY FOUR REACTOR 
MANUFACTURERS (MHI, HITACHI, TOSHIBA AND FUJI) TO 
UNDERTAKE DESIGN WORK. 

4. FBR DEMONSTRATOR PROJECT ESTIMATED TO COST TOTAL 
OF YEN 700 TO YEN 800 BILLION INCLUDING UEN 200 BILLION 
FOR RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT ALONE. A COUNCIL WILL BE 
FORMED WITHIN YEAR TO STUDY SHARING OF EXPENSES BETWEEN 
GOVERNMENT AND PRIVATE SECTORS. 

5. COMMENT: WE DO NOT ATTACH MUCH POLICY SIGNIFICANCE 
TO ABOVE REPORT. CONSIDERING THAT TARGET DATE OF 1995 
FOR BEGINNING OF OPERATION OF FIRST COMMERCIAL FBR IN 
JAPAN HAS BEEN IN THE NUCLEAR DEVELOPMENT SCHEDULE FOR 
SOME YEARS. REQUIREMENT TO OBTAIN INITIAL DESIGN FUNDS 
IN JFY 1978 NECESSITATES PREPARATION OF PROGRAM PLAN 

BY GOJ IN ORDER TO CONVINCE FINANCE MINISTRY TO 
ALLOCATE DESIGN FUNDS. OF COURSE, REPORT HAS 
ATTRACTED MORE ATTENTION THAN OTHERWISE MIGHT HAVE 
BEEN CASE IN VIEW OF CURRENT US/JAPAN NUCLEAR POLICY 
ISSUE, AND NO DOUBT GOJ WILL USE PLAN AS EVIDENCE 
OF ITS INTENT TO PROCEED WITH FBR DEVELOPMENT AND 
CONSTRUCTION. 
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